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Concept Paper:  Stories From the Billabong Study 
 

The following is a rough draft of my ideas for using my Google Lit Trip as part of a unit with a 3rd 
grade class.  I will continue to shape and refine my ideas as I fill out the UEN Lesson Plan Tool to 
complete the lesson plan assignment. 

 
Summary of Lesson: 

This lesson involves reading the Aboriginal folkstories found in Stories From the 

Billabong by James Vance Marshall and Francis Firebrace.  Throughout a series of mini 

lessons, the students will complete a Google Lit Trip with a variety of activities that 

match the Language Arts state core.  During this lesson, the students will explore the 

folklore of Australian Aboriginals while working on other literary skills such as:  

  * picking out the moral  

  * writing their own version  

  * rewriting a story from a different point of view  

  * using the text to answer comprehension questions  

  *relating outside text to the story 

Language Arts Curriculum Ties: 
Standard 6 – Students learn and use grade level vocabulary to increase understanding 

and read fluently. 
 
Standard 7 – Students understand, interpret, and analyze narrative and informational 

grade level text. 
 
Standard 8 – Students write daily to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes 

and audiences. 
 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 

 Students will be familiar with the stories of the Aboriginal Dreamtime 

 Students will be able to apply a variety of reading and writing strategies to a single book 

 Students will be familiar with the characteristics of folklore 
 
Materials Needed: 

 Stories From the Billabong by James Vance Marshall and Francis Firebrace 

 Stories From the Billabong Google Lit Trip (which necessitates computer access) 

 A reflection journal for students to respond to writing prompts in 

 Pencil for each student 

 Plain white paper 

 Crayons or colored pencils 



 
Instructional Procedures: 
 This section will be more detailed in my final lesson plan; however following is a brief 
description of how the unit will go: 

 Teacher will provide a mini lesson on Aboriginals and the genre of Folklore.  (i.e. 
Who are they?  Where do they live? What are the characteristics? Etc.) 

 Each day the teacher will begin the lesson by reading aloud the story of focus 
that day. 

 After the story is read, the class will have a discussion about the story. 

 The students will then have approximately 20 to 30 minutes to complete the 
activities associated with the story.  Some of the stories will span two days. 

 Select activities will be shared with the class at the end of each day.  
 
Assessment: 
 One form of assessment is the ongoing observation the teacher will do throughout the 
unit (i.e. student comments and results of each activity).  After all the stories and accompanying 
activities have been completed, we will play a summative game.  This game will be an “Around 
the World” game involving questions assessing the students’ retention of the stories of the 
Aboriginal Dreamtime as well as the characteristics of folklore. 
 
 Most of the assessment for the different reading and writing strategies will come from 
their work produced in response to the prompts.  However this assessment will continue 
throughout the year as other books are studied to see if they are able to apply their knowledge 
to new situations. 


